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Land Surveyors Adoption of ESP

• Currently there are approximately 323 practicing BC Land Surveyors
• Juricert Signatures acquired through an arm of Law Society that 

works closely with Secretary / Registrar of ABCLS
• At end of January, 2010 - 243 BC land surveyors had acquired a 

Juricert Signature
• 190 different BC land surveyors had submitted an Electronic Survey 

Plan to either the office of the Surveyor General or the Land Title 
Office
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Electronic Survey Plan Uptake

Submissions to the Surveyor General:
• In January 2010 97% (59 of 61) of all eligible plans, submitted to the 

Surveyor General were electronic
• In February 2010 100% (57 of 57) of all eligible plans, submitted to the 

Surveyor General were electronic
• In March 2010 98% (43 of 44) of all eligible plans, submitted to the 

Surveyor General were electronic
• In the 2009/10 fiscal year 91% (147 of 161) plans prepared pursuant to the 

Land Act were submitted electronically 
• Between January and March 2010 98% (111 of 113) Well-Site Plans were 

submitted electronically
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Electronic Filing System

EFS Submissions to the Land Title Office:

• 2007/08 intake 26.8% of eligible documents 
• 2008/09 intake 38.6% of eligible documents
• 2009/10 intake 51.2% of eligible documents
• Uptake over 50% in 7 of last 8 months (high 53.9% in March)
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Electronic Survey Plan Uptake

Submissions to the Land Title Office:
• Total of 1,104 Electronic Plans submitted in fiscal 2008/09
• Total of 2,742 Electronic Plans submitted in fiscal 2009/10
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Electronic Survey Plan Uptake

Types of Electronic Plans Submitted to the Land Title Office
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Electronic Survey Plan Uptake

• Plans that do not require signatures and consents (i.e. Posting Plans and 
Statutory Right-of-Way Plans) are seeing greatest level of uptake

• More than 50% of Posting Plans to New Westminster Land Title Office are 
Electronic Survey Plans 

Submissions to the Land Title Office:
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Electronic Survey Plan Uptake

Submissions to the Land Title Office:
Next Steps:
• Begin Discussions on requiring certain types of plans to be 

submitted electronically
• Survey Rules already require all plans prepared pursuant to the 

Mineral Tenure Act to be submitted electronically
• Consideration to be given to requiring all Posting Plans to be 

electronic
• Methodology (Survey Rules, Directors Requirement, Legislation) not 

yet determined 
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What is the Electronic Filing System?

• EFS allows users to submit land title and 
survey documents to the Land Title 
Office via the internet

• EFS assigns document numbers,  receives 
fees, and provides notice of pending 
numbers in seconds 

• First functionality introduced in 2004

“The magic of EFS is that you 
can close a transaction 

anywhere in the world in 48 
hours and you can’t do that 
with the over-the counter 

method. I know of no lawyer 
who has tried EFS who would 
then consider reverting to the 

manual filing system.”

RALSTON S. ALEXANDER, Q.C.
Lawyer, Victoria
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What are Electronic Survey Plans?

• The Electronic Survey Plan system allows for the electronic delivery 
of survey plans, in digital format to the Crown Land Registry and 
the Land Title Offices

• A subset of the Electronic Filing System
• Development commenced in 2003.  ESP was to piggy back on EFS
• Functionality to allow electronic submission of plans to the Crown 

Land Registry went live on July 24, 2006
• Functionality to allow electronic submission of plan to the Crown 

Land Registry went live in March, 2008
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• Land surveyor conducts survey and prepares Plan in PDF format
• Plan is attached to a Certification Form which is digitally signed 

by the land surveyor 
• An Application Form is prepared.  All of the owners and 

approving authorities sign a true copy of the Application Form. 
Circulation of the form may be concurrent and via e-mail

• A lawyer, notary public or land surveyor digitally signs an 
Application Form certifying that they have a signed copy or copy 
of that copy in their possession

• The Plan and Certification Form prepared by the land surveyor 
together with the Application Form are submitted to the Land 
Title Office, via EFS, for deposit

• No signatures appear on the Plan

How does the Electronic Survey Plan 
system work?
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An example of an Electronic Plan
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Certification Form

Control 
NumberPre-assigned 

Plan Number
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The Application Form (1st page)

Pre-assigned 
Plan Number

Control 
Number
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The Application Form (subsequent pages)
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The Application Form (subsequent pages)
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• Plan numbers are pre-assigned – eases completion of documents 
• Eliminates the need for mylar and paper copies to be couriered to 

owners and approvers and the Land Title Office 
• Electronic transmission of plans virtually instantaneous 
• Supports filing outside of standard business hours
• Consents and Approvals for the plan can be gathered concurrently
• Eliminates the need to store hardcopy plans that deteriorate over 

time
• Provides improved access to records (plans and documents)
• Will in the future facilitate the automated update of a cadastral 

parcel fabric

Advantages of Electronic Plans
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• PDF plans are more secure than conventional hard copy plans
• Protected by digital signature
• The Certification Form must be digitally signed by a land surveyor
• The Application Form must be digitally signed by a notary public, 

lawyer or land surveyor
• New Electronic Plan Application Guide released mid-April
• Increased security – all amendments require a new signature

Security
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Questions?

THANK YOU

Please see our website at:
http://www.ltsa.ca/surveyor-general/electronic-filing-of-survey-plans

Or contact:  Jeff Beddoes, Senior Deputy Surveyor General 
(jeff.beddoes@ltsa.ca or (250) 952-5324) 

for further information

mailto:jeff.beddoes@ltsa.ca
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